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Clare Davies (Head teacher and  
Designated Safeguarding Lead)  
Kere Ascot & Sharon Bisby (DSL)   
Mr. Oxborough, Mrs Claridge (SG)   

Friday 22nd May 2026  
Dear Families and wider supporters of Team MTB, 
 We now have time to reflect on a remarkable half term which 
saw us embrace the opportunities that arose with the ever so 
slightly warmer/drier weather. We commenced Summer 1 with 
National Offer Day for Primary schools and the knowledge that 
we are full in Reception for September 26 with a waiting list. 
This is an indicative of the popularity of our little school, the 
offer and commitment that the staff team make to our families.    
We have continued to deliver on our pledge to prioritise 
curriculum enrichment for all children! This short half term has 
seen opportunities to enrich our curriculum through the 
Plymouth Recycling centre, Tavistock Heritage Museum, a day 
of Cricket coaching, rounders coaching, Class 2 residential to 
Great Potheridge and this week a whole school trip to RHS 
Rosemoor. All of this was punctuated with our weekly Forest 
School sessions led by our Forest School Lead Mrs. Higham. 
We have most definitely taken every opportunity possible to 
take our learning outside this half term, and it was a huge 
privilege for our children to finally make the use of our Outdoor 
Classroom.  I am so proud of our broad and balanced 
curriculum, and I am incredibly grateful for all the efforts of the 
staff team to make learning memorable for our children  
I can’t wait to welcome you all back on Monday 1st June for our 
final half term with all the amazing opportunities planned, the 
highly anticipated Class 3 weeklong Residential, cricket 
tournaments, Quad Kids competitions, two theatre trips, class 
swap days in preparation for the next academic year, sports 
day. a Plymouth faith visit, Castle Drogo, the end of year 
production and most definitely a highlight of our MTB calendar 
Children Take Over the School Day which our prefects are busy 
planning for – it will most definitely be memorable. In addition to 
all that is planned we also have National Statutory assessments 
with Year 1 phonics, KS1 SATS and the fabulous SAT 
breakfasts, Yr. 4 multiplication test and of course the 
publication of Year 6 SAT results. It is most definitely going to be an exceptionally busy last few weeks Year 2025/26. 

Intent Drivers – Our Core Values 
Perseverance Aspiration Respect Collaboration 

Headteacher Awards 
Reception: Sybil:  For your enthusiasm for all the activities that we planned and for smiling throughout and getting 
soooo excited particularly in the science activities. Your growing confidence is such a privilege to observe. 
Class 1: Logan:  For listening so well to the instructions and asking really good  
questions when participating in the lessons. Logan is showing respect to his peers and his teachers and is 
collaborating with those on his table and his talk partner on the carpet to share ideas. Well done, Logan 

Class 2: Toby:  It has taken Toby a while to settle into the expectations and rigour of our curriculum at MTB. When 

Toby arrived, he did not always demonstrate the determination and perseverance that we encourage here and this led 
to work that was not always completed to the best of his ability. This past few weeks Toby has made the leap we have 
been nurturing, applying himself at all times to the learning and demonstrating a renewed self- belief that he can do it 
and can complete his work to a very high standard when he believes he can’.  Well done Toby for your perseverance 
and aspiration to be the very best version of yourself – we are incredibly proud of you. 

Class 3: Charlotte. G: For being a true ambassador of all that we what offer at TeamMTB and living out our school 
values in all that she does and undertakes. You are going to be the most wonderful prefect, Charlotte. 

Diary Dates:    23rd May -PTFA Two Tavy Walk 
June 1st All Back. Douglas starting in Year 3 
2nd- New Reception Children transition afternoon. 
3rd – Dartmoor Cup Girl’s cricket tournament 
Yr4/5/6 
4th – Mocksted with Mr. Simber 
5th- Forest School Class 3 
8-12th Class 3 residential 
10th – Class 1 Forest School 
10-12th – Yr1 Phonic Screening Assessment  
11th - Yr. 4 Multiplication Test 
12th – Reception and Class 1 to the Theatre Royal 
Plymouth to see A Tiger Who Came to Tea  
15th – Dartmoor Cup Cricket Finals  
16th – New Reception transition afternoon. 
18th – School Photos – Class and whole school  
19th – Sports Day and Colour Run PM 
22nd – 26th – KS1 SATs.  
25th – Methodist Assembly  
  KS2 to the Theatre Royal to see Annie.  
26th – Yr 5 /6 Cricket Tournament Mount Kelly 
29th – 1st – Yr 6 Transition Days Tavistock College 
29th – 3rd June 2 TCC work experience students 
29th – Mr. Finnimore PE leadership CPD 
30th – Children in new classes for September 26 
Yr5 Faith Visit to Plymouth  
New Reception Children All Day 
July 
1st -Children in new classes for September 26 
6th – Class 1 visit to Castle Drogo 
7th – 10th Parent Teacher Meetings to share 
reports. 
13th – Dress Rehearsal of our End of Year 
Performance. 
15th – Evening performance of our End of Year 
Production 
16th – Afternoon performance of our End of Year 
Production 
17th – Summer Fair  
20th – Leaver’s Disco for Years 5 and 6  
22nd – Leavers Assembly and bubble arch.  
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Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote our School Values 
and promote a caring and supportive environment; where all are valued and can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while 
contributing to the success of their House.  

Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote a caring and 

supportive environment; where all are valued and can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while contributing to the 

success of their House  

The aims of the of our House system are  
* Promote positive self-esteem, self-identity, belonging, integrity and pride amongst all children  

* Peer support to help promote positive mental health.  

* Promotion of responsibility and pupil voice, teamwork, cooperation, communication and leadership skills for the 
prefects  

* Constant and consistent encouragement for children by their peers to achieve their best.  

* Develop a common goal so that children feel more connected to and involved with the school community around 
them. It facilitates discussions between the most infant and most senior of our school and foster friendly competitive 
spirit along the way.  
 Our house system is based on our Core Values The values that make up our intent drivers are Aspiration, Respect, 
Collaboration, Perseverance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House  Captain and 
Vice-Captain 

Highest earners 
This week: 

Points this  
Week 

Points 
total 

Hound Tor House Iona Rec: Sophia 
C1- Louis 

C2- Rafferty and Niamh 
C3- Elanor 

221 1075 

Doe Tor House Elizabeth Rec: Sybil  
C1- Charles and Sophie 

C2- Anya and Luna  
C3- Rupert 

267 1265 

Fox Tor House 
 

Harrison Rec: Rosie 
C1- Ember  

C2- Harriet and Persephone 
C3- Harrison 

193 1095 

Hare Tor House Lottie Rec: Zachary 
C1- Aaron 
C2- Aruvi 

C3- Charlotte  

214 1111 

being the 
winning House 
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Curriculum Enrichment Summer Term -2 - 2026- 

Monday Tuesday Wednesd
ay 

Thursday Frid
ay 
 

Class 3 
Performance 
Club – by 
invitation from 
staff.  
A weekly 
rehearsal for our 
school play. 

Plymouth Argyle 
Sports Club – please 
pay externally. 
 
1:1 Music Tuition with  
Peripatetic Teacher- 
Please pay externally 

Running 
Club  
12:15-13:15 
Yr2 + 
 
Chess Club  

Staff run 
clubs 
Yoga 
Rounders  
Craft Club 
Year 2 SATs 
Club 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparations for this year’s end of year 
production are moving at pace currently 
as we start the preparations for our end 
of year production. Casting has taken 
place and we will commence the first 
script read throughs when we return.  
Please can ALL children in Reception, 
Classes 1 and 2 wear a Pirate outfit for 
the performance. Please do seek to 
borrow from family and friends we do 
not expect you to go out and purchase 
outfits.  
Children in Class 3 will be provided with 
costumes where possible although we 
may ask for parental support with 
additional props and items.  
Please do save the dates. 
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It always brings me such pleasure to hear of the wider opportunities our school 
family are engaged with outside of school and this weekend brought news of 
success for a number of our ambassadors who play for local teams.  
Firstly, a football team managed by Kayliegh Goodman (Co-Chair of our PTFA) 
won the shield in a tournament. Anya (Yr.4) and Evie (Yr.4) both scoring 
penalties to win the tie. The team showed immense determination and 
resilience, coming back strongly from behind to take the game to penalties and 
then success. Kayliegh emailed “I really couldn’t be prouder of them all 
absolute stars in such a grilling tournament”   
 
 

 
 
Henry C (Yr.4) & Archie (Yr.3), along with their 
teammates at Horrabridge Rangers U9s, won their cup 
final after a very tense match. 
The team’s calm approach and perseverance paid off as 

they clinched the title with a 1–0 victory        

This is the third season that this team has won a cup 
final, an incredible achievement! 

 A hugely successful and talented group of players          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mrs. Davies. 
I hope this message finds you well. 
I wanted to share some wonderful news regarding a recent sporting achievement involving several members of our 
TeamMTB community. 
On Saturday, in their final game of the season, the Tavistock Typhoons were crowned League Cup winners, securing 
a 4–1 victory against Plymouth Rangers at The Mill, Torpoint. The match kicked off at 10am and was a fantastic team 
performance, with Thomas (Yr.6) scoring an impressive hat trick. 
I am incredibly proud to share that Thomas, Theo (Yr.6), and Aston (Yr.6), all played key roles in the team’s success. I 
would also like to mention Rupert (Yr.6), who has been supporting the team and is preparing to join them for the 

upcoming season. 😊 

It is also worth highlighting the wider TeamMTB connections within the team: 

• Theo Clancy, who plays for the team, is the brother of Niamh Clancy (Yr.3) 

• Jason Clancy, the team’s coach, is Niamh’s father  

• The team’s away kit is sponsored by AJB Engineering, run by Lily-Rae’s (Rec.)  father, Ash 
This was a fantastic achievement for the team, and a lovely example of the strong sporting talent and community links 
associated with the school. I know this would be something you would appreciate hearing about and celebrating 
 
As you can well imagine it fills me with immense pride to hear that our ambassadors are demonstrating our school 
values in the wider community and demonstrating that perseverance, collaboration, respect and most importantly 
aspiration to succeed – huge congratulations to all our athletes – I am soooo incredibly proud of you all. 
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Please continue to support and drive home our Positive Behaviour Policy, three warnings on the board 
will lead to reflection time either in a parallel class or with myself. The children complete a reflection 
sheet to assist with de-escalation, regulation and engagement.  

MTB’s 3Rs Reflect, Reset, Ready to Learn 

Thank you to all parents/carers who are supporting our drive to reading excellence in school. Our 

amazing SAT results proved we are a ‘Reading School’  

Please do try to keep up the rigour and sustain the daily reading. We cannot emphasise enough how 

vitally important it is that the children read with you for at least 20mins daily!! 
 

At Mary Tavy and Brentor we believe that all pupils should have 
the opportunity to be fluent, confident readers who are able to 
successfully comprehend and understand a wide range of texts. 
We want to foster a love of reading exposing children to a good 
knowledge of a range of authors. We want our school to be a 

place where children are read to, enjoy, discuss and work with high quality books.  
  
How, lovely it was to receive an email from Beth’s  
(Yr1) mum over the weekend sharing what a  
pleasure, it had been to see Beth so immersed in her 
reading of chapter book she had borrowed from our 
school library to a rugby match at the weekend.  
“I wanted to show you another beautiful moment of 
Beth just loving her books! We are watching Exeter 
Chiefs v Cornwall as we have several friends playing in both teams and she's 

just sat happily reading another book from the school library 🥰” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

School Uniform  
Thank you for all your help in ensuring your children are wearing the correct 
uniform and that they are looking super smart and ready to learn. Please 
follow the link below to order new uniform.  
https://uniformsales.co.uk/school/mary-tavy-and-brentor-primary-school/Thank 
you for all your help in ensuring your children are wearing the correct uniform and that they are looking 
super smart and ready to learn. Please follow the link below to order new uniform. Children may only 
wear school summer caps to school. We have a hat for every child in school, however many prefer to 
buy their own. Please ensure that if you purchase your own school cap that it is clearly named so 

as not to get put in the box with the class caps. 
If your children have outgrown their uniform, please do contact Mrs. Bisby, who runs the school pre-
loved uniform shop to purchase at a greatly discounted price. Please do email the school office if you 
would like to arrange to pop in and have a look or would like Mrs. Bisby to pop an item into your child’s book 
bag for you to look at home. 
Our Swap Shop is working well, and we are delighted to see sooo many of you are using it.  
 

https://uniformsales.co.uk/school/mary-tavy-and-brentor-primary-school/
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Please do encourage your child/ren to spend time each week accessing our online platforms. It 
is vitally important that they have this additional time consolidating their quick fire’ mental math’s 
recall.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child Protection and Safeguarding 
Safeguarding Leads and contact information 
Members of staff who are Safeguarding Leads  
are as follows:  

• Mrs Clare Davies cdavies@marytavyandbrentor.devons.ch.uk 

• Mrs Kere Ascot: Deputy Safeguarding Lead and Online Safety Lead 

kascot@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

• Mrs Sharon Bisby : Deputy Safeguarding Lead. admin@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

Safeguarding Governors who are responsible for overseeing the management in school of 

safeguarding are  

• Mrs Robert Oxborough   roxborough@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

• Mrs Sharon Claridge sclaridge@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 

email for advice. 

If you are worried that a child may be at risk = If you think it, you have a duty to report it CALL MASH 
(Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub)  
You can contact them via the Devon Safeguarding Children Partnership  
https://www.devonscp.org.uk/ 
https://www.devonscp.org.uk/make-a-request-for-support/further-info/ 
“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if you are a child or young 
person worried about your own safety, please contact Devon Childern’s Front Door : on 0345 155 1071 or out of hours 
weekends/ bank holidays 0345 6000 388 and give as much  Information as you can. Calls are confidential and you can 
choose to remain anonymous” Devon Safeguarding Children Partnership 

    What a truly wonderful afternoon we had in 

Reception on Tuesday as we once again 
welcomed in our new team members for 
September 26. 
Our Reception children inducted the new children 
into our MTB ways by displaying our school 
values in all that they did. 
Parents you should be so incredibly proud of how 
welcoming and supportive they were. Our 
Reception children were the kindest, nurturing 
and helpful ambassadors of all things TeamMTB 

             

mailto:cdavies@marytavyandbrentor.devons.ch.uk
mailto:kascot@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
mailto:admin@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
mailto:roxborough@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
mailto:sclaridge@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
https://www.devonscp.org.uk/
https://www.devonscp.org.uk/make-a-request-for-support/further-info/
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We will be introducing weekly times table test from Year 2 and would encourage 
you to support your children with learning these at home. It is vital that they 
know all their timetables to 12 – quick-fire as in year 4 they will undertake a 
National Assessment against the clock.  
It is imperative that all children continue to learn and practice their times tables; recall is a skill 
that the children must continually practice. Please do support your child/ren to access the 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/   and another site Math Frame has 
many free math’s games linked to the National Curriculum https://mathsframe.co.uk/  I would 
encourage all children from year 2 to access these and to test themselves on the multiplication –tables check.     
 

 

Numbots highest user:  
Reception:  Sophia 
Year 1: Annabelle 
 
Rockstars highest user 
Class 1: Rosie 
Class 2: Ammanuel 
Class 3: Reuben 

                                  

Annually in June the Year 4’s sit the Multiplication test.  This is a 
randomised test of 25 times tables up to 12.  Please do have a look at the 
poster on the next page that explains all that the families need to know 
about the statutory multiplication test. 
Aspiration we aspire to get a 100% pass rate. In order to achieve this, we need you 
to practice times tables daily.  Children in Reception and Yr.1 should be accessing this 
platform for at least 10min per week.  Logins in your child’s reading record. Children in 

all years from Yr. 1 should be accessing the TTRS platform weekly for at least 20min.  Children in Yr. 1 need to know 
their 2’s, 5’s and 10’s timetables and children in Yr. 2, need to know their 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, 3’s, and 4’s times tables by the 
end of the year.  It is imperative that from Yr 1 upwards that you practice their times tables at home with them to ensure 
that they commit these to their long-term memory.   

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our wonderful Class 
2 enjoyed a truly 
creative experience 
at Forest School this 
week. They created 
their own looms from 
branches and string 
before threading 
assorted fabric 
strips. We will install 
their creations in our 
outdoor classroom. 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/
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Good afternoon, please 
support our Two Tavy 
Walk with friends & 
across your socials etc...  
All profits from this event 
will benefit all MTB 
children. Supporting the 
outdoor classroom at 
our school field 
alongside 
refurbishments to the 
Coronation Hall in MT. 
It's set to be a fabulous 
Afternoon 

                       

A great opportunity to 
enjoy the beautiful 

Devon countryside       

Please come along 

tomorrow                      

 

Thank you to Beth and her mum Bex for generously 
donating the most delicious chocolate brownies today 
and a huge congratulations to Ammanuel for winning 
the cake raffle. We are sure that you and your family 
are going to devour them- they smell absolutely 
delicious. 

School 
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Thank you ALL for your 
donations for Movie Night. The 
monies raised enable the PTFA 
to sponsor a show garden 
designed by one of our parents 
Heather Carstens mum to 
Cameron (Yr 4). The garden will 
be shown at the Gardener’s 
World Live NEC. Heather has 
incredibly generously offered to 
donate the garden to the school 
after the show has taken place.  
We will replant the garden in the 
landscaping around our outdoor 
classroom.  
We will of course keep you 
updated as the date approaches 
for it our garden to be displayed 
at the show. 
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A huge MTB Congratulations to three of our Year 1 
ambassadors who took part in the family event that has been 
publicised in our newsletter over the preceding weeks. Maya, 
Sophie, Ottilie and Rosie and their families  
Undertook the challenge and discovering all about Dartmoor’s 
rainforests. Our MTB families joined a team of experts at 
Yarner Wood on a fun woodland adventure with three micro 
missions to learn more. 
• Operation Bird Brain-  
• Codename Minibeast-  
• Mission Wild Art-  
The families were supported by expert guides, ID sheets and 
field equipment including sweep nets and binoculars in order 
to carry out the missions. 
Once they had completed all three missions, they were 
awarded an Operation Rainforest Certificate.  
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   1000m Time Trial Night – Tavistock College Running Track                       

Ben Neale (dad to Louis Yr.2) is hosting a series of 1KM races on the Tavistock 
Track for all ages. Ben is keen for as many of our Upper KS2 runners to go join him 
for this wonderful event. Please do see the below information.  
Get ready for a fast and exciting evening of racing on the track! 

             Friday 29th May 

      First races from 6:30 PM 

    Tavistock College Running Track 

Whether you're chasing a PB, sharpening your speed for the summer season, or 
trying something a little different, this event is for you! 
A series of age- and pace-graded 1000m races will give runners of all abilities the 
chance to compete over the rarely raced 1km distance — the perfect mix of speed 
and endurance. It’s also a fantastic opportunity to get a 1000m mark on your PO10 profile. 

  Fast racing  Great atmosphere  Ideal for all abilities  Relay event to finish the evening  

      Open to athletes from U11 upwards       Entries are limited and expected to fill quickly — secure your place now! 

Come along, race hard, and enjoy a brilliant evening of track running! 

https://plymouthac.co.uk/event/copac-1000m-time-trial/#tribe-tickets__tickets-form
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As scientists and horticulturalists, we had the opportunity to 
explore RHS Rosemoor. 
Our day was filled with a variety of wonderful workshops. 
We learnt about the different kinds of seeds, about what 
plants need to grow, seed dispersal and planting. We were 
true botanists and gardeners. 
We had a fantastic time exploring the beautiful gardens as 
Nature Detectives 
* Investigating signs of spring. We spotted blossom, 
rhododendrons, the first vegetables growing in the Mr. 
McGregor's vegetable patch whilst searching for the elusive 
Peter Rabbit. 
What a fantastic day and we could not be more grateful for 
the wonderful workshops! We are looking forward to 
watching all our seeds and young seedlings grow. 
Thank you to our Educational Officers! 
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Our wonderful Class 2 had the most fabulous time 
at their residential this half term. Three day and 
two nights of total unadulterated fun with their 
friends, coached by the fantastic team at 
Encompass Education. From team games, shelter 
building, campfires, a day of water sports on 
Meeth reservoir and finally high ropes, low ropes 
and crate stacking. Our ambassadors at all times 
demonstrated our school values of perseverance, 
aspiration and collaboration.  
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