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Clare Davies (Head teacher and  
Designated Safeguarding Lead)           
 Kere Ascot & Sharon Bisby  
(Dep Safeguarding Leads)  
Robert Oxborough, Sharon Claridge  
(Safeguarding Governors)    

Dear Families and wider supporters of TeamMTB. 
Wow! What a week that was and how thankful we were for a 
few days of truly beautiful sunshine. As always at TeamMTB 
we try desperately to make the most of a break in the weather 
and oh boy did we have a fabulous time up at our school field 
when there was a break in the relentless precipitation. Our 
pond is teeming with insects from frog spawn to newts the 
children have been enjoying pond dipping, splashing about in 
our river and above all collaborating with each other.  
I am always so grateful to you for ensuring that your children 
have all that is necessary each day from swimming kits, to 
forest school clothes to WBD costumes to running kits I am 
aware that it can be somewhat overwhelming at times but I 
want to assure you that your efforts are so appreciated by us 
all. 
 I wanted to say a huge thank you for the effort that you and 
your children put into our World Book Day 2026 costumes. It 
was great to see all the wonderful outfits on display on 
Thursday. Your creativity and originality are hugely 
appreciated; the children were so incredibly proud as they 
took to the red carpet to share the inspiration behind their 
character choice and to inspire others to read their chosen 
book. The children enjoyed a fulfilling day with lots of reading 
and book-based activities. I am sure that with your continued 
encouragement we will continue together to help to foster a 
love of reading in all our children.      
I am delighted to share with you that our Yr6’s have now 
formally received their offers for secondary schools the vast 
majority will be transferring to Tavistock College in addition to 
this children have been offered places at an independent 
agricultural boarding college and a place at St. Boniface. A notable congratulations to Elizabeth who having passed her 
11+ with a score that enabled her to choose which grammar school she would like to attend, Elizabeth has selected 
Plymouth High School for Girls 
Next week, is jam packed once again, as we celebrate National Science Week. I am so looking forward to seeing your 
Egg Mobiles in the competition on Wednesday and of course we look forward to our whole school trip on Friday. 

Intent Drivers – Our Core Values 
Perseverance Aspiration Respect Collaboration 

Headteacher Awards 
Reception: Mia:  For always living our school values in all that she undertakes but most notably this week in her 
writing linked to the history focus on family trees. Congratulations Mia- you are most definitely Year 1 ready. 

Class 1: Maya- For your aspiration and perseverance this week. You have worked so incredibly hard and we are so 

proud of all your progress across all aspects of the curriculum. 
Class 2: Bobby- For your increased perseverance across all areas of the curriculum. All staff have commented on 

your positive attitude to learning and this has been demonstrated by your increased independence and focus- well 
done Bobby, we know you can do it – we are so proud of all that achieved today and your mature attitude. 

Class 3:  Frederick- This week you have demonstrated more resilience in your learning, taking more risks and 

having a go – this perseverance and aspiration to succeed has enabled you to aspire to complete tasks that you 
would have previously been reluctant to attempt particularly in your maths. Well, done Frederick. 

Diary Dates:  
March  9-13th Science Week 
10th – Mrs. Higham Early Years Music Conference 
Mrs. Bisby Mentally Healthy Schools Conference 
11th – Annual MTB Egg mobile race  
Forest School Class 3 
12th – Mrs., Davies out at Devon Head’s meeting 
13th – Whole School trip to Dartmoor Zoo. 
17th – TAG rugby competition Yr 5/6 team. Those 
who are selected will be informed via email. 
18th – Magistrates in the community visit and 
workshop with Class 3. 
     Forest School Class 1  
19th – Methodist Assembly 
KS2 Choir to sing at Exeter Cathedral – collection 
from the Cathedral 
23rd – Devon attendance forum - Mrs. Davies 
Mrs Ascot attending Maths Curriculum Lead 
meeting. 
24th – Mr. Finnimore to attend PE curriculum lead 
training. 
25th – Mrs. Davey and Miss. Vallance to visit another 
Outstanding School to see their EYFS provision. 
   Forest School Class 2  
   Cross Country race Yelverton – KS1 runners 
invited to take part in a special XCountry race. 
Mrs. Ascot to Tavistock College -Transition to KS3. 
27th – Mrs Ascot to visit another Outstanding School 
to look at curriculum delivery. 
29th – Tavy13 Primary School Challenge 
30th – Last swimming lessons of this year. 
31st – Peninsula Dental School visit to KS1 
Full Governing Board Meeting 5pm 
April –  
1st – Easter Service 2pm – Reception and Year 6 
parents 
2nd – PTFA Duck Race and Last day of term 
2nd – Break up for Easter. 
20th – ALL back. Noah starting with us in Yr.3 
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Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote our School Values 
and promote a caring and supportive environment; where all are valued and can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while 
contributing to the success of their House.  
This week there will be a roll over due to the postponed celebration for Doe Tor on their success last half term.  
We are hopeful that next week we will have an opportunity to get up to the field for their well earnt celebration. 

We continue with our values education project this term. Our house system is based on our Core 
Values The values that make up our intent drivers are Aspiration, Respect, Collaboration, 
Perseverance
Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote a 

caring and supportive environment; where all are valued and can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while 

contributing to the success of their House  

 

Launch of our  Aspiration value  
Aspiration, Respect, Collaboration, Perseverance  
Launching the next value in our values education project,  
 

Launch of Respect value  
Our values education project is an endeavor aimed at teaching our children four values through the school 
year through assemblies, stories and lessons, and having a reward system to praise children who adhere to 
these values. The values that make up our intent drivers are  

Our value for next week remains as Respect.  
Some examples of behaviours that demonstrate this value are: 

We show respect and tolerance for everyone in our community. We respect ourselves and others alike, 

taking care of friends, family, our community and the environment. We value what others say and do and we 

enjoy learning about different beliefs and cultures. We respect one another and share our opinions, skills, 

knowledge and talents. 

Please could you discuss ‘Respect’ with children at home and explore ways to reinforce it.  

 
 

House  Captain and 
Vice-Captain 

Highest earners 
This week: 

Points this  
Week 

Points 
total 

Hound Tor House Iona Rec: Isabella 
C1- Freddie.C 
C2- Rafferty 

C3- Alaia- Mai 

256 618 

Doe Tor House Elizabeth Rec: Sybil 
C1-Bohdi 

C2- Joseph/Rafferty 
C3- Elizabeth 

247 304 

Fox Tor House 
 

Harrison Rec: Daphne 
C1- Edward 
C2- Andrii 
C3- James 

170 412 

Hare Tor House Lottie Rec: Reuben 
C1- Ottilie 
C2- Aruvi 

C3-Bill/Harry 

186 516 
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Thank you to all parents/carers who are supporting our drive to reading excellence in school. Our 

amazing SAT results proved we are a ‘Reading School’  

Please do try to keep up the rigour and sustain the daily reading. We cannot emphasise enough how 

vitally important it is that the children read with you for at least 20mins daily!! 
 

At Mary Tavy and Brentor we believe that all pupils should have 
the opportunity to be fluent, confident readers who are able to 
successfully comprehend and understand a wide range of texts. 
We want to foster a love of reading exposing children to a good 
knowledge of a range of authors. We want our school to be a 

place where children are read to, enjoy, discuss and work with high quality books.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• World Book Day 2026 
Wow wow wow! What an amazing day we had celebrating our love of reading here at MTB 
for #worldbookday2026 
It was amazing hearing all the reasons why the children have come in their outfits and why 
they enjoy their book so much- thank you everyone for such brilliant effort 
We celebrated the magic of storytelling, the power of imagination, and the joy of reading. 
Whether you're diving into an adventure, exploring new, or discovering fascinating facts, 
books have the incredible ability to transport us to places beyond our imagination. 
At #TeamMtb, we're passionate about fostering a love for literature in our Pupils. From classic 
tales to contemporary masterpieces, our classroom book corners, and school library offer 
endless opportunities for exploration and learning with our MTB Reading Spine at the of all 
that we offer. 
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Thank you to all those who supported our prefects at their book fair. We will be 
running a second book fair in the courtyard on Tuesday afternoon at pick up. 
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Enrichment Clubs Spring 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ple 

 

 Monday 
 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

3:15-4:30  
 

Plymouth 
Argyle  
 
Year 1 + 
 

 
Chess – Mr 
Hinton KS2 

Craft – Miss Porter 
 
Yr 6 SAT prep 
Mrs Ascot – KS2 
 
Yr 2 SAT prep - Miss 
Vallance 
 
Yoga – Mrs Davies 
 
Tag Rugby – Mr 
Finnimore 

 Lunchtime 
12pm 
XC team  
Yr. 3,4,5,6 
Mrs Davey  
Mr Hinton 
Mr Finnimore 
 

Lunchtime 

Prefect 
Led  
Clubs 
 

 
Book Club 

Year 4 Times 
table 
intervention 
 

 Choir whole 
school with Mrs 
Higham 
 

 
Lego Club 

Child Protection and Safeguarding 
Safeguarding Leads and contact information 
Members of staff who are Safeguarding Leads  
are as follows:  

• Mrs Clare Davies  

sendco@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

• Mrs Kere Ascot : Deputy Safeguarding Lead and Online Safety Lead 

kascot@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

• Mrs Sharon Bisby : Deputy Safeguarding Lead. 

admin@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

Safeguarding Governors who are responsible for overseeing the management in school of 

safeguarding are  

• Mrs Robert Oxborough   roxborough@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

• Mrs Sharon Claridge sclaridge@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 

email for advice. 

If you are worried that a child may be at risk = If you think it, you have a duty to report it CALL 
MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub)  
You can contact them via the Devon Safeguarding Children Partnership 
https://www.devonscp.org.uk/ 
https://www.devonscp.org.uk/make-a-request-for-support/further-info/ 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if you 
are a child or young person worried about your own safety, please contact Devon Childern’s Front 
Door : on 0345 155 1071 or out of hours weekends/ bank holidays 0345 6000 388 and give as 
much  Information as you can. Calls are confidential and you can choose to remain anonymous” 
Devon Safeguarding Children Partnership 

mailto:sendco@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
mailto:kascot@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
mailto:admin@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
mailto:roxborough@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
mailto:sclaridge@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
https://www.devonscp.org.uk/
https://www.devonscp.org.uk/make-a-request-for-support/further-info/
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      On Tuesday we celebrated our winning house for Spring 1 Term - Congratulations Hare Tor. 

    Hare Tor demonstrated their collaboration and teamwork building a campfire to toast their 

marshmallows, shelter building, whittling, tree climbing, and bug hunting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Lily – 
Rae (Yr. Rec) For 
completing stage 2 in her 
swimming lessons. 
 

Congratulations to Lorien (Yr.3) who performed a violin solo at the 
Wadebridge Festival of Music and Speech today. Lorien was 
commended for her competent, mature performance … “showing 
great promise” and “one to watch” - she was the youngest violin 
performer there!! Well, done Lorien we are so proud of you. 
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Aston (Science peer ambassador) and I are busy planning a 
varied, program of science, technology, engineering, and 
math’s activities to celebrate British Science week, 
9-13th March. The theme this year is ‘Curiosity: What’s your 
question? It is all about empowering and encouraging our 
children to embrace their passions, finding the answers to 
their most burning STEM questions. 

Our INTENT is to inspire and encourage our children to be 
excited and engage with science, to ASPIRE to become 
ambassadors for science, and ultimately to be empowered to challenge and influence British 
science in the future through their career choices.   
We would like to invite parents/carers and those in our 
community who are in STEM careers to come into school 
to share their experience with the children to inspire them 
to follow STEM careers. Please contact 
admin@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk if you are able 

to come in. 
This year we will kick off Science week with hands on 
investigations, mid-way through the week we will hold our 
highly anticipate Egg Mobile Race and this year we will finish 
the week with a visit to Dartmoor Zoo – a fully funded trip paid 
for by the PTFA. The visit will afford our STEM ambassador the 
opportunity to ask the Zookeepers the questions they have 
about the animals at the zoo.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday 13th March 2026 
Whole school trip to 
Dartmoor Zoo fully funded 
by the PTFA.  
The visit will be during the 
school day and so normal 
drop off and collection.  
Please ensure your child is 
wearing their full school 
uniform with trainers. 
Please do not book a school 
dinner for this day. All 
children will need a packed 
lunch and a water bottle. 

mailto:admin@marytavyandbrentor.devon.sch.uk
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As Part of our Science Week, we would like to invite you to design a mode 

of transport to transport an egg the greatest distance  We hope this will be 

one of the highlights of the school year. 

Children will need tp  build their eggmobiles at home and bring them in to 

compete in the Eggotorium which will happen at the end of the spring term. 

The event  will take the whole morning, and prize giving will happen in the 

afternoon. 

We challenge you to create something wonderful, something 

whacky, something fast, or something adventurous by way of a 

vehicle that will carry a hard boiled egg, just as far as a hard boiled egg can go!!!! 

 

Great  MTB Egg 
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Please do encourage your child/ren to spend time each week accessing our online 
platforms. It is vitally important that they have this additional time consolidating their 
quick fire’ mental math’s recall. 
We will be introducing weekly times table test from Year 2 and would 
encourage you to support your children with learning these at home. It is vital 
that they know all their timetables to 12 – quick-fire as in year 4 they will 
undertake a National Assessment against the clock.  
It is imperative that all children continue to learn and practice their times tables; recall is a skill that the 
children must continually practice. Please do support your child/ren to access the 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/   and another site Math Frame has many free 
math’s games linked to the National Curriculum https://mathsframe.co.uk/  I would encourage all children from 
year 2 to access these and to test themselves on the multiplication –tables check.     
 

 

Numbots highest user:  
Reception:  Matthew 
Year 1: Maya 
Year 2: Darcy 
 
Rockstars highest user 
Class 1: Rosie 
Class 2: Finnley 
Class 3: Harrison 
 

                           
 
                                                  

 Annually in June the Year 4’s sit the Multiplication test.  This is a 
randomised test of 25 times tables up to 12.   
 
Aspiration we aspire to get a 100% pass rate. In order to achieve this, we 
need you to practice times tables daily.  

Children in Reception and Yr.1 should be accessing this platform for at least 10min per week.  Logins 
in your child’s reading record 

 
Children in all years from Yr. 1 should be accessing 
the TTRS platform weekly for at least 20min.  
Children in Yr. 1 need to know their 2’s, 5’s and 10’s 
timetables and children in Yr. 2, need to know their 
2’s, 5’s, 10’s, 3’s, and 4’s times tables by the end of 
the year.   
It is imperative that from Yr 1 upwards that you practice their times tables at home with them to ensure 
that they commit these to their long-term memory.  Please make this as fun as possible for 
maximum success.   

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/
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Please continue to support and drive home our Positive Behaviour Policy, three warnings on the board will lead to 
reflection time either in a parallel class or with myself.  The children complete a reflection sheet to assist with de-
escalation, regulation and engagement. 

MTB’s  3Rs Reflect, Reset, Ready to Learn 
 

We are Musicians  

Dan will commence 1:1 music tuition again next week. 
For those who are yet to sign up this, it is an amazing opportunity for your child to learn 
an instrument during the school day. 
Dan is a multi-instrumentalist specialising in saxophones, 
clarinet, EWI and flute with over 11 years’ experience in 
the music industry. He has both classical and jazz 
training. 

As a teacher, Dan is on the faculty of colleges and schools in the Devon 
teaching individuals and classes. He freelances for the Tavistock Area Learning Community as a class 
instrument tutor.  Please do check out Dan’s promotional video following the link 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FEgZuX3l3aKzg0red_mLt3iDzxQhoKit/view?usp=sharing 

 
Language Acquisition - NELI 
One of our areas of School Development this year is around Oracy – the children’s ability to 
communicate and be confident in sharing their voice. 
I have, through a couple of contacts at the Department of Education, managed to sign us up as a school 
to a research project around Early Language Intervention as initially we were not 
eligible given our school roll. This is a program that has been developed by the 
Nuffield Foundation. The Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI) is a 
program for children in Reception (4-5 years) and is proven to improve children's 
language and early literacy skills. 
Our place is fully funded by the Department of Education. The program involves 
targeted small groups and one-to-one support for children who would benefit from 
additional support with their language and early literacy skills 

 

School Uniform  
 
Thank you for all your help in ensuring your children are wearing the correct uniform and that 
they are looking super smart and ready to learn. Please follow the link below to order new 
uniform.  
 
https://uniformsales.co.uk/school/mary-tavy-and-brentor-primary-school/ 
 
If your children have outgrown their uniform, please do contact Mrs. Bisby, who runs the school pre-
loved uniform shop to purchase at a greatly discounted price. Please do email the school office if 
you would like to arrange to pop in and have a look or would like Mrs. Bisby to pop an item into your 
child’s book bag for you to look at home 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FEgZuX3l3aKzg0red_mLt3iDzxQhoKit/view?usp=sharing
https://uniformsales.co.uk/school/mary-tavy-and-brentor-primary-school/
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Booking is now open for High 5’s Easter Holiday Camps - spring into action to get the best Early 
Bird booking rates! 
Easter 2026 sees the return of “I’m a High 5 Camper, Get Me Out of Here!” and this year the jungle just 
got wilder with even bigger challenges and bolder adventures. 

• Easter Holiday Camps: 7th – 17th April 2026 

• Bookings for Easter 2026 are officially OPEN! 

• Get the best prices with early bird rate – available until 9 March only! 
Places are limited so don't miss the chance for your child to join the tribe for a holiday filled with 
unforgettable memories and fun! 
Book Now! https://campscui.active.com/orgs/High5SportsCamps?season=3782840 
Alongside the tribe battles, star-collecting missions and bush-tucker style challenges your campers 
already love, we’ve added some absolute rippers for 2026. We’re unleashing Foam Pits and Foam 
Cannons, firing up a Neon Nightclub for UV Jungle Dance Parties, and rolling out our Celebrity Cyclone 
Total Wipeout Course where only the bravest campers will conquer the storm. 
Campers will battle it out in tribes, earn Golden Stars, collect Dingo Dollars and win Jungle Prizes, all 
while building confidence, resilience and proper mate-ship. Every challenge is designed to stretch them 
just enough to grow – without ever feeling out of their depth. 
And because every little explorer is different, each site will feature our brand-new Zen Zone. A calm, 
supervised space where campers can pause, reset and recharge if the jungle buzz gets a bit full-on.  
Standard days run from 8.30am until 4.30pm, Monday to Friday but if you need your jungle adventurers 
to stay with us for a longer day then please choose the Extended Day option when booking, which allows 
you to drop off at 8am and collect them again at 6pm. 
 

https://campscui.active.com/orgs/High5SportsCamps?season=3782840
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Chairs:  Kayleigh Goodman and Millie Bickell Treasurer: Gemma Insole Secretary: Janna Sanders  

OUR ANNUAL EASTER DUCK RACE          

The children will head down at 2:45pm to 
Homer farm where there is a lovely little 
stream to race our ducks!! All the children will 
be entered into the race for their class (we will 
break it down into 3 races for Rec & Class 1, 2 
& 3)  
 
After the class races have finished, we will 
have an MTB Community Duck Race, where 
family and friends of MTB can purchase a 
duck for just £1 and the winning duck will win 
an amazing Easter hamper.  
 
Ducks are available to purchase on Parent 

Mail and/or can be bought on the day         

 
Parents are welcome to join us from 3pm at 
Homer field (opposite the church) but we do 
ask that you park up at the school and walk 
down as parking by the church is limited.  
 
After the Duck Races have finished the 
children will have the opportunity to float their 
own boats, these could be made from anything 
from bottles to cartons etc. and they will be 
able to set their boats sailing down the 
stream!!  
 
All the children will receive an Easter surprise 

before they leave for the Easter holidays       
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Oh my goodness what a wonderful afternoon we have had at the second cross country race of this 
season. 
Our amazing TeamMTB athletes were truly exceptional not only in their true grit and determination 
to run as fast as they possibly could but also and most importantly in support of one another. 
It is hard to put into words the team ethos we have at MTB- the children simply champion each and 
every one of their fellow MTB peers and at events like today our collaboration and care of one 
another really does shine through above all else. I have tried to capture it for you so that you can 
see our school family doing what we do best supporting each other to be the best we can be. 
A huge thank you to our biggest supporters our parents/ carers who cheered on our team 

throughout each of the races too – Team MTB          

As Miss Porter were leaving school that evening a local resident who was a Marshall on the course 
stopped them to say how well our children did and how much resilience and determination they had! 
– you can’t ask more than that for the local communities’ appreciation of all that we are seeking to 

achieve     
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Class 2 had a lovely time in the greatly appreciated sunshine this week at Forest School.  
Mrs Higham our Forest School Lead planned an afternoon of team games in the sunshine 
followed by time in our brook to make the very most of the beautiful weather.  
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                        What a truly wonderful lunchtime play we had on Wednesday in the highly appreciated sunshine    

I felt sooo proud leading the whole school through the village. Our prefects held the hands of our 
youngest Team Members chatting to them and encouraging them to maintain the pace. The whole school 
were respectful, courteous and above smiley as they engaged with local residents. The time spent in our 
school field was truly glorious with the children playing so respectfully with each other. It always makes 
me feel so proud to see our children living out our school values within the wider community. 
I was delighted to receive two correspondences from local residents that afternoon complimenting us on 
how well presented and what beautiful manners our children have. In addition to this another local 
resident phoned to say it was a pleasure and a joy to hear the children playing so happily in the field. 

As if my week couldn’t get any better, we had   attendance three days this week- yayyyyy 

                                 


