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Clare Davies (Head teacher and 
Designated    Safeguarding Lead)  
Kere Ascot (Deputy Designated Safeguarding 
 Lead)  
Robert Oxborough (Safeguarding Governor)    

19 th September 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers. 
As we come to the end of our second full week, I reflect on the 
wealth of opportunities that we have. Our school family is now 
well settled into our normal routines. Our new Reception children 
are fully immersed in our offer, and it was so lovely to see them all 
dressed up today. What a truly TeamMTB bonkers day it was. as 
we celebrated Roald Dahl day in style, with so many fantastic and 
magical costumes and a wide array of activities, from Roly Poly 
Birds and melted chocolate in Reception, Golden ticket hunt and 
the creation of their very own chocolate factory in Class 1, 
Persuasive letters to  Willy Wonker requesting to be the final 
recipient of the Golden ticket in Class 2, along with a Roald Dahl 
Kahoot and in Class 3  they explored characterisation and 
researched Roald Dahl with wonderful artwork to complement 
their texts. 
Next week, we will focus on our British Values and in particular we 
will be thinking about what living in a Democracy means. We will 
be holding our in – class elections for our School Council 
representatives and I encourage you to support your child to put 
themselves forward for nomination. We will hold our first round of 
elections for our new Civic Leaders our Chair and Vice Chair. I am 
so looking forward to seeing who will bravely put themselves 
forward as candidates to stand in our election. Next week, they 
will be preparing their manifestos to share with the school 
community in Friday’s assembly. It really is such a vital role in 
helping to shape MTB this academic year. In addition to the Chair and Vice Chair roles. I will be also appointing 
curriculum ambassadors to support our States of Being work. Our curriculum leaders who will drive our curriculum 
forward supporting the work of the subject lead teachers. 
 Thank you for all your care and support, we are a fantastic school community, and it is an absolute pleasure to serve 
you all in my role as Headteacher 

Intent Drivers – Our Core Values 
Perseverance Aspiration Respect Collaboration 

Headteacher Award’s 
Reception – Elspeth – For your amazing blending when Mrs. Davey segments the sounds in Phonics. Elspeth is 

loving our Little Wandle daily phonic lessons and always is keen to participate and demonstrate her understanding- 
well done Elspeth 

Class 1: Louis For a fantastic start to year 2. You embody our school values in all that you do and are a fantastic 

role model to Year 1’s. Your excellent effort across all aspects of learning, from your daily task work, spelling tests and 
homework to your beautifully joined handwriting is truly exceptional. Well done, Louis  
Class Two: Woody- has made an astonishing start to the year demonstrating our school values in all aspects of 

school life with renewed confidence, maturity and engagement. Woody you are the embodiment of our school values in 
all that you do and undertake, and we can’t wait to see what this year holds in store for you. 

Class Three - Theo: For rising to the challenge of Yr.6 and demonstrating both Perseverance and Aspiration to 

tackle the most challenging of questions. Theo can always be relied upon to ‘stretch himself in the reasoning and 
problem- solving questions and is now demonstrating his ability to apply his understanding across all aspects of the 
curriculum. Well done, Theo is truly an MTB ambassador. 

Diary Dates:  
22nd – Muddy Monday Reception 

PTFA AGM at 3:15pm 

23rd – Coffee and Chat for parents/carers with Devon 

Children’s Mental Health Service practitioners 

2:30pm 

24th – Forest School Class 3 

25th – Yr 6 to Devon Life Skills Tavistock 

26th - Prefect Elections – Chair and Vice Chair 

23rd – Devon mental health support coffee and chat 

with parents. Please come to the school hall from 

2pm 

29th – Student teacher starting in Reception 

October  

1st - Headteacher review with LA 

2nd- Forest School Class 1  

3rd - Prefects Macmillan Cake Sale 

6th – Muddy Monday Reception 

Miss Porter out at ECT induction. 

7th – Mrs Davies at Devon Head’s Forum 

Devon Finance Team in 

8th – Miss Vallance out at EYFS/KS1 Lead CPD 

Forest School Class 2  

9th- Miss Vallance out at Early Years Conference 

        Movie Night - PTFA 

10th – World Mental Health Day- wear yellow 

13th- Muddy Monday 

14th – KS2 Girl’s Footballs tournament 

Parent Teacher Consultations 15:30- 17:00 

15th – Mrs. Ascot and Mrs. Davey – Exeter university 

Teacher training  

Forest School Class 3 

16th -Parent Teacher Consultations 15:30- 17:00 

17th – Harvest Festival – Rec and Yr 6 parents 
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Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote our School Values 
and promote a caring and supportive environment; where all are valued and can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while 
contributing to the success of their House.  

We continue with our values education project this term. Our house system is based on our Core 
Values The values that make up our intent drivers are Aspiration, 
Respect, Collaboration, Perseverance
Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system 

is embedded to promote a caring and supportive environment; where all are 

valued and can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while contributing to the 

success of their House  

The aims of the of our House system are  
 Promote positive self-esteem, self-identity, belonging, integrity and pride 

amongst all children  

 Peer support to help promote positive mental health.  

 Promotion of responsibility and pupil voice, teamwork, cooperation, 
communication and leadership skills for the prefects  

 Constant and consistent encouragement for children by their peers to 
achieve their best.  

 Develop a common goal so that children feel more connected to and 
involved with the school community around them. It facilitates discussions 
between the most infant and most senior of our school and foster friendly 
competitive spirit along the way.  
Our States of Being. 

Launch of Cooperation value  
Our values education project is aimed at teaching our children four values through the school year through 
assemblies, stories and lessons, and having a reward system to praise children who adhere to these values.  
Our first value for this term is Cooperation. Some examples of behaviours that demonstrate this value are:  

 Listening  Assertiveness to speak out/ being willing to share opinions.  
 Sharing  Using own skills/talents/abilities for others.  
 Taking turns  Willingness to sacrifice own views/ thoughts for others.  
 Teamwork  Positivity – spotting good in others.  Awareness of others and their needs  Negotiation  
 Empathy  Patient, reconciliatory, solution-focused, compromising.  
 Helping and encouraging others. Please could you discuss ‘Cooperation’ with children at home and 

explore ways to reinforce it. 

House  Captain and 
Vice-Captain 

Highest earners 
This week: 

Points this  
Week 

Points 
total 

Hound Tor House To be announced Rec: Mia and Sophia 
C1- Louis/ Elowen/ Rosie 

C2- Rafferty 
C3- Alai-Mai and Bertie 

161 321 

Doe Tor House To be announced Rec: Elspeth  
C1- Sophie 
C2- Finnley 
C3- Violet 

170 
 

 

321 

Fox Tor House 
 

To be announced Rec: Rosie 
C1- Beth 

C2- Persephone 
C3- Tayah. 

172 309 

Hare Tor House To be announced Rec: Gracie 
C1: William  
C2- Woody 

C3- Harry and Bill 

152 288 
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Thank you to all parents/carers who are supporting our drive to reading excellence in school. Our 

amazing SAT results proved we are a ‘Reading School’  

Please do try to keep up the rigour and sustain the daily reading. We cannot emphasise enough how 

vitally important it is that the children read with you for at least 20mins daily!! 
 

At Mary Tavy and Brentor we believe that all 
pupils should have the opportunity to be fluent, 
confident readers who are able to successfully 
comprehend and understand a wide range of 
texts. We want to foster a love of reading 
exposing children to a good knowledge of a 
range of authors. We want our school to be a 

place where children are read to, enjoy, discuss and work with high quality books.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
It has been such a 
pleasure to hear 
how impressed 
Parents/Carers are 
with our new 
improved more 
convenient Reading 
Folders and 
Reading Diaries.  
Over the Summer 

break we have reflected on your feedback and how we 
can make the recording of daily reading more 
streamlined and linked to our incentive scheme.  
Please ensure that the reading folder in school every 
day and that you record your child’s reading at home.  
Your child will take home a Pie Corbett reading spine book for your child’s year 
 
The newly introduced weekly Spelling test taken from the statutory lists for the current year and the 
previous year that your child needs to know are now in full swing.  Please do take time to look at these 
and support your child to commit these to memory. It really does impact immensely on their writing when 
they have the automaticity to spell common words. 
 
It is incredibly important that your child does not lose this folder, and I ask that you are meticulous 
about ensuring that you keep it in a safe place at home. 
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Please do encourage your child/ren to spend time each week accessing our online 
platforms. It is vitally important that they have this additional time consolidating their 
quick fire’ mental math’s recall. 
We will be introducing weekly times table test from Year 2 and would encourage 
you to support your children with learning these at home. It is vital that they 
know all their timetables to 12 – quick-fire as in year 4 they will undertake a 
National Assessment against the clock.  
It is imperative that all children continue to learn and practice their times tables; recall is a skill that the 
children must continually practice. Please do support your child/ren to access the 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/   and another site Math Frame has many free 
math’s games linked to the National Curriculum https://mathsframe.co.uk/  I would encourage all children from 
year 2 to access these and to test themselves on the multiplication –tables check.     
 

 

Numbots highest user:  
Reception:     
Year 1:   Elizabeth 
Year 2:   Freddie S 
 
Rockstars highest user 
Class 1: William F 
Class 2: Harriet 
Class 3: Lottie 
 

                           
 
                                                  

 Annually in June the Year 4’s sit the Multiplication test.  This is a 
randomised test of 25 times tables up to 12.   
 
Aspiration we aspire to get a 100% pass rate. In order to achieve this, we 
need you to practice times tables daily.  

Children in Reception and Yr.1 should be accessing this platform for at least 10min per week.  Logins 
in your child’s reading record 

 
Children in all years from Yr. 1 should be accessing 
the TTRS platform weekly for at least 20min.  
Children in Yr. 1 need to know their 2’s, 5’s and 10’s 
timetables and children in Yr. 2, need to know their 
2’s, 5’s, 10’s, 3’s, and 4’s times tables by the end of 
the year.   
 
It is imperative that from Yr 1 upwards that you practice their times tables at home with them to ensure 
that they commit these to their long-term memory.  Please make this as fun as possible for 
maximum success.     

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/
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Curriculum Enrichment 3:15-4:30pm  
Autumn 1 2025 / 26 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Dodgeball  1:1 Music 
lessons with 
Dan Hilman 
AM 

Plymouth 
Argyle football 
Club Year 1 + 
£6.60 

 
Dance Club  
£4  

 

 
Drums  

 
Craft 

 
Computer Club  
 
Yoga 

Cross Country 
Club  
 
Yr 2 3,4,5,6 
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KS3 Provision 

 

 

 

What we know about how children learn, is that when we teach children skills and knowledge in 

isolation, like punctuation in English, they rarely make links to other subjects. Even when they are 

writing about Brunel in History or how plants grow in science, they tend to forget how to apply the 

same English skills. This is in part because the information stored in the brain is locked up in the 

‘English folder’, and why would they open that box when they are in History or Science? 

We believe States of Being move away from content in subject folders and uses clusters of 

knowledge that can easily be applied between subjects. By learning how to punctuate as an Author, 

they can use this knowledge when they are being Scientists as they start to understand that Scientists 

also need to write to convey what they have discovered. Please remember to ask your child  

As a Historian, Engineer, Mathematician what have you been discovering today???? 

MTB’s 3Rs Reflect, Reset, Ready to Learn 

Please continue to support and drive home our Positive Behaviour Policy, three warnings on the board 
will lead to reflection time either in a parallel class or with myself. The children complete a reflection 
sheet to assist with de-escalation, regulation and engagement.  
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 Congratulations to Beth (Yr1)   who won the 
truly scrumptious cake raffle today and of course 
to Darcy (Yr2) and Connie (Yr Rec) and their 
mum who kindly donated the most fabulous 
Bruce Bogtrottor’s chocolate cake for our Roald 
Dahl Day.                            

       Come and Join Us!        

We’d love to welcome both new and familiar 
faces to our PTFA Annual General Meeting 
on Monday 22nd September at 3:15pm in 
school. It’s a relaxed chance to hear what 
we’ve been up to, share your ideas, and 
see how you can get involved (big or small!) 
in supporting our children and school. We 

hope to see you there! Xx          

Diary dates: 
 
9th October – Movie Night 
20th – Pumkin Patch in the school field 
23rd October – Halloween disco 
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🌟 A heartfelt message from the PTFA 🌟 

Wow – what an unforgettable evening! We want to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who came 

along to support our comedy night. From start to finish, the room was filled with laughter, smiles, 

and an incredible community spirit that made the night so special. 

We are absolutely thrilled to announce that, thanks to your generosity and support, we raised an 

outstanding £1,907.69 for our wonderful school! 🎉 

Every penny will go towards creating even more amazing opportunities for our children – from 

helping to fund our brand-new outdoor classroom to supporting exciting educational trips and 

enrichment days that make learning truly come alive. 

Events like these wouldn’t be possible without the kindness, enthusiasm, and encouragement of our 

fantastic school community. You really are the heart of everything we do, and we are so grateful for 

the joy, energy, and generosity you bring. 

Here’s to many more nights of fun, laughter, and making a real difference together! 💛 

— Your MTB PTFA  
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Please do remember to pop in your 
diary the coffee afternoon with the 
Mental Health Support team  
 
This is a new service to the locality 
of West Devon, and they will be 
working directly in schools delivering 
therapeutic support offering 
workshops to classes and groups of 
children along with more specialised 
1:1 support for children who would 
benefit from a more bespoke 
service. This service is part of the 
government’s pledge to increase 
mental health support in schools. 
this new offer to our area. 
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Please do share information on our 
open days with family and friends. 
If you are able to support with dropping 
fliers to local nurseries / pre-schools, 
please do get in touch.  
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