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Clare Davies (Head teacher and DSL)  
Kere Ascot & Sharon Bisby (DDSL)  
Robert Oxborough (Safeguarding Gov)    
24th October 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers. 

   Well, what a first half term of the 
academic year 2025-26 that was!! 
Simply compiling the above montage reminded me that we really do 
pack in as much as is truly possible to ensure our school days really 
are the very best of days.  It has been so lovely to hear how 
appreciative you are of all that we do and the exceptional progress the 
children are making following the recent PTC’s but most importantly 
how much the children are enjoying their learning and all the 
enrichment activities that have been planned.  
The children and staff have worked incredibly hard over the course of 
the half term, and it seems to have flown by. As I reflect upon on our 
first half term of this academic year, I am struck by support and faith 
that I have received both from parents/carers and those in our wider 
community and the huge resilience and determination shown by our 
children, the professionalism and dedication of our staff that teach and 
nurture them and by the support and encouragement for all we are 
doing from you, their parents and carers. 
 As I concluded in a previous newsletter, please call, email, chat to me 
on the gate regarding absolutely anything, we are here to support both 
your child/ren and you as we navigate all that we encounter and to 
ensure that the children in our care surpass their potential and are 
equipped with the prerequisite skills to flourish in KS3 and beyond. 
This half term has been unprecedented as we have navigated 
significant changes here at MTB, with our staffing, our wonderful 
ECT’s Mr. Finnimore and Miss Porter have taken on the 
responsibilities of their own classes with true conviction and the 
utmost professionalism. We have also welcomed new staff team 
members, Mrs Gregory, Mrs Miller and most recently Mrs Campbell and they have done exceptionally well to embed 
themselves in our offer so seamlessly.  I cannot articulate how grateful I am to all the staff for their flexibility and stoic 
determination to ensure that the children were not phased in any of our transitions and to ensure that they go above and 
beyond at all times. A final thank you to our Governors and to our PTFA committee who truly do go above and beyond to 
deliver for our children from the behind the scenes constant deliberation with Dartmoor National Park Planning, to the 
digging of the trench for the water supply to the Outdoor Classroom, from the Comedy Night, Movie Night, Pumkin Patch 
and Halloween Disco – what a truly exceptional, loyal and supportive community we are.   
 I am incredibly blessed to lead MTB- I wish you all a wonderful break – Clare Davies 

Intent Drivers – Our Core Values 
Perseverance Aspiration Respect Collaboration 

Headteacher Award’s 
Reception – Daphne – has commenced her journey with us with a real sense of purpose and desire to succeed. ALL staff 

have commented on how positive and confident she is. This week Daphne has been working hard on developing her mark making 
skills and writing her name – her eagerness to write has been fantastic -well done Daphne. 

Class One:  Emmeline – This week you have worked really hard showing a developing independence and desire to 

produce work that is better than your previous. Emmeline, we know that you can do it you just need to believe in yourself. 
Class Two:  Harriet –You can always be relied upon to be doing the right thing at the right time and for always having a 

dogmatic determination to be the very best version of yourself both academically and within the wider sphere of curriculum 
enrichment. You are demonstrating in every area of our curriculum and wider school life your commitment to succeed, and we are 
incredibly proud of you – well done Harriet for always living our school values in all that you do.  
Class Three:  Rupert– has risen to the challenge of Year 6 with true conviction and determination to achieve. Rupert has 

responded to- in the moment feedback with developing maturity which has enabled him to elevate his work further. Well done, 
Rupert, you should be incredibly proud of yourself. 

Diary Dates: November 4th – ALL return 
We welcome Evelyn into Year 4 – Evelyn transfers 

to us from Boasley Cross. 

    Student Teacher starts in Class 3 

Mrs Davies, Chair of the GB Mr. Mansell and Mrs 

Higham Clerk to the GB to attend training in Exeter. 

5th – Open Morning 

     Forest School Class 2  

7th – Mufti day – What I want to be when I grow up 

theme PTFA  

10th – 14th Anti- Bullying week  

10th – Odd sock day  

11th – Remembrance Service at the war memorial in 

Mary Tavy from 11am. Prefects to lead service. 

12th –Mr. Simber - Mock Ofsted.  

        Flu vaccinations 

      Forest School Class 3 

13th – Castle Drogo XCountry competition KS2  

14th – Children In Need – wear something spotty 

21st – Funky Socks Day 

 Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Education 

officer to deliver sessions in classes 

24th- Funky Hair Day 

26th – Forest School for Class 2 

Mrs. Bisby to attend Attendance Hub at Marine 

Academy Plymouth 

27th – Mrs. Higham Sustainability Conference 

   Class 3 Theatre Trip 

28th- Christingle @ St Mary’s Church Mary Tavy 

PTFA Wreath making evening  

December  
1st = 5th – Unwanted Gifts collection PTFA 
2nd- Indoor athletics KS2 

3rd – Forest School Class 3  

5th – Dickensian Evening – whole school to sing 
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Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote our School Values 
and promote a caring and supportive environment; where all are valued and can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while 
contributing to the success of their House.  

We continue with our values education project this term. Our house system is based on our Core 
Values The values that make up our intent drivers are Aspiration, Respect, Collaboration, 
Perseverance
Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote a 

caring and supportive environment; where all are valued and 

can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while contributing to 

the success of their House  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

House  Captain and 
Vice-Captain 

Highest earners 
This week: 

Points this  
Week 

Points 
total 

Hound Tor House Iona Rec: Mia 
C1- Freddie CC 

C2- Florence 
C3- Bertie  

125 1044 

Doe Tor House Elizabeth Rec: Elspeth 
C1- Bodhi 

C2- Finnley  
C3- Violet 

143 1093 

Fox Tor House 
 

Harrison Rec: Rosie 
C1- Emmeline 

C2- Harriet 
C3- James 

116 974 

Hare Tor House Lottie Rec: Zachary 
C1: Maya 

C2- Woody 
C3- Ruby 

118 941 

additional Forest School 
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                                             Congratulations to Florence (Yr.4) and Albie (Yr.4) on receipt of their  
                                         well-deserved pen licences today.  
                                         Pen licenses are awarded to children who demonstrate a beautiful  
                                          Joined cursive script across all curriculum areas. Their stamina for  
                                        writing long extended pieces was praised by Mr. Finnimore.  
                                           Elizabeth and James, our English Curriculum Lead Prefects proudly  
                                         presented Florence and Albie with their certificates in Celebration  
                                               Assembly today. 
We use the Nelson handwriting scheme in school, and you may be interested to know that they have a 

parental link for additional practice at home. https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-handwriting/ 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-handwriting/
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Please do encourage your child/ren to spend time each week accessing our online 
platforms. It is vitally important that they have this additional time consolidating their 
quick fire’ mental math’s recall. 
We will be introducing weekly times table test from Year 2 and would encourage 
you to support your children with learning these at home. It is vital that they 
know all their timetables to 12 – quick-fire as in year 4 they will undertake a 
National Assessment against the clock.  
It is imperative that all children continue to learn and practice their times tables; recall is a skill that the 
children must continually practice. Please do support your child/ren to access the 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/   and another site Math Frame has many free 
math’s games linked to the National Curriculum https://mathsframe.co.uk/  I would encourage all children from 
year 2 to access these and to test themselves on the multiplication –tables check.     
 

 

Numbots highest user:  
Reception:   Lily-Rae 
Year 1:   Freddie D 
 
 
Rockstars highest user 
Class 1: William F 
Class 2: Bobby 
Class 3: Harrison 
 

                           
 
                                                  

 Annually in June the Year 4’s sit the Multiplication test.  This is a 
randomised test of 25 times tables up to 12.   
 
Aspiration we aspire to get a 100% pass rate. In order to achieve this, we 
need you to practice times tables daily.  

Children in Reception and Yr.1 should be accessing this platform for at least 10min per week.  Logins 
in your child’s reading record 

 
Children in all years from Yr. 1 should be accessing 
the TTRS platform weekly for at least 20min.  
Children in Yr. 1 need to know their 2’s, 5’s and 10’s 
timetables and children in Yr. 2, need to know their 
2’s, 5’s, 10’s, 3’s, and 4’s times tables by the end of 
the year.   
It is imperative that from Yr 1 upwards that you practice their times tables at home with them to ensure 
that they commit these to their long-term memory.  Please make this as fun as possible for 
maximum success.     

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/
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Curriculum Enrichment 3:15-4:30pm  
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Dodgeball  1:1 Music 
lessons with Dan 
Hilman AM 

Plymouth Argyle 
football Club 
Year 1 + 
£6.60 

 
Dance Club  
£4  

 

 
Drums  

 
Craft 

 
Computer Club  
 
Yoga 

Cross Country 
Club  
 
Yr 2 3,4,5,6 
 

 

KS3 Provision 
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Homework- Sent out on a Thursday to be returned 
completed on a Tuesday.  
Please contact your child’s class teacher if you have any concerns.  
Homework plays an integral part in ensuring that we collectively support your child to achieve their 
very best whilst with us. It provides a window into what they are learning in school and affords you 
as parents/carers direction in how you can support them to achieve.  
I am aware that you all have very busy lives and that for many the children have a full calendar of 
extra-curricular commitments e.g. swimming, rugby, cycling, football etc. but I really do encourage 
you to spend time with your child completing their homework activities. I know that staff have 
prepared activities that your child can access and for some with additional support, but it is 
imperative that this additional time to consolidate their learning takes place if we are to commit their 
learning into their long-term memory.  
If you need additional  

 

What we know about how children learn, is that when we teach children skills and knowledge in 

isolation, like punctuation in English, they rarely make links to other subjects. Even when they are 

writing about Brunel in History or how plants grow in science, they tend to forget how to apply the 

same English skills. This is in part because the information stored in the brain is locked up in the 

‘English folder’, and why would they open that box when they are in History or Science? 

We believe States of Being move away from content in subject folders and uses clusters of 

knowledge that can easily be applied between subjects. By learning how to punctuate as an Author, 

they can use this knowledge when they are being Scientists as they start to understand that Scientists 

also need to write to convey what they have discovered. Please remember to ask your child  

As a Historian, Engineer, Mathematician what have you been discovering today???? 

 
MTB’s 3Rs Reflect, Reset, Ready to Learn 

Please continue to support and drive home our Positive Behaviour Policy, three warnings on the board 
will lead to reflection time either in a parallel class or with myself. The children complete a reflection 
sheet to assist with de-escalation,  
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Chairs:  Kayleigh Goodman and Millie Bickell 
Treasurer: Gemma Insole 
Secretary: Janna Sanders  
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Gracie (Rec) found a very special 
pebble in Tavistock this week and 
brought it into share with us.  
The pebble is part of an initiative called  
#Rockingallovertheworld. 
Gracie is thinking of somewhere very 
special to hide it for someone else to 
find and to enjoy. 
 

Congratulations to Woody (Yr.4) and his 
brother Oscar (Yr.7) who along with 
their fellow Chatterboxes’ were awarded 
their Blue Peter Badges this week. 
Chatterbox is run weekly at Tavistock 
Library  

How wonderful was it this morning to be  
greeted with a double rainbow over our  
school playground. The children were 
mesmerised and we watch with eager  
anticipation as the second rainbow 
gradually appeared. 
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Admissions September 2026  
 Online applications open for a place in next year’s Reception on the 15th November 2025 for children born 
between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022. The deadline for Reception applications is Saturday 15 
January 2024 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-admissions/ 
I will be hosting visits to our wonderful little school in the coming weeks for parents of children due to begin 
Reception in September 2026.  If you have a child who is due to begin school in September 2026, please 
book onto one of the open mornings. Also, if you have any neighbours or friends who would be interested, 
do let them know what a wonderful school we are!  We have fliers that we can share with you to give to local 
nurseries or drop through doors – please like and share our social media pages to spread the news far and 
wide. 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-admissions/
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Woooooooo what a wonderfully spooktacular 
afternoon we had at our inaugural Pumpkin 
Fest meticulously organised by our fabulous 

PTFA              

Our school family enjoyed       

   Marshmallow toasting 

      Hot chocolate with all the toppings 

      Pumpkin patch in our school orchard    

            Delicious homemade food - burgers and 

hotdogs 

       Sweet shop 

    Apple bobbing with apples from our 

school orchard 

                 Spooky merch 

            Spooky cupcakes 

We all had a gourd-geous time!                                  
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