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Clare Davies (Head teacher and DSL)  
Kere Ascot & Sharon Bisby (DDSL)  
Robert Oxborough (Safeguarding Gov)    

14th November 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers. 
What a truly wonderful week we have had with our celebration for Doe Tor in 
the autumnal sunshine, our first snow day of the academic year and of course 
our very first PJ Day. Life at TeamMTB is most definitely never dull hehe 
In school this week there is a tangible feel of festive magic in the air as the 
children are busy rehearsing for our KS1 Christmas Production. The children 
in KS1 are busy learning their lines and the whole school are enjoying learning 
the songs. We can’t wait to share it with you.  
Christmas crafting has started in earnest with the PTFA in creating everything 
from salt dough decorations to printed wrapping paper and of course 
Christmas cards – the school has been a hive of glitter and excitement. Today 
we took receipt of our Rotary Christmas Tree– Miss Guest our student teacher 
in Class 3 has kindly offered to lead on the decorations this year with KS2. We 
are all incredibly excited to see the end result.   
Our open morning for prospective parents have once again been well attended 
with parents travelling out from as far as North Lew, Sourton and Buckland 
near Yelverton. One parent emailed me to say ’It was so lovely to meet you  
Thank you again for welcoming us into your school. It was a pleasure to see 
the children so incredibly happy, confident, and clearly enjoying their education 
– it is an offer that we hope our child will be able to take advantage of. It is a 
very special place that you are rightfully so incredibly proud of -thank you for 
your time, your honesty and above all your passion to deliver the best 
education for the children in your care’. 
As I mentioned last week we are finalising the arrangements for the Sponsored Santa Fun Run in aid of SW Children’s Hospice. The 
children will be running a route around our school field. The Hospice Outreach team will be in attendance to celebrate the children 
over the finish line. They are also hoping that there will be a very special guest making an appearance too. Please do sponsor your 
child following the link – the monies raised really do go directly to support families during the most unimaginable time in their lives. 
Finally, I love standing on the gate morning and night hearing all that you have been up to out of school to hear how our school values 
are lived out in our children’s wider experiences is so incredibly rewarding. Plans are gathering pace for Christmas and  please check 

the newsletter and school website for details of Christmas events. Thank you for all your commitment to and your belief and trust 
in our MTB family it is so gratefully received 

Intent Drivers – Our Core Values 
Perseverance Aspiration Respect Collaboration 

Headteacher Award’s 
Reception: Matthew – For your accelerated progress with your writing. Matthew  
Class 1: Roseanna – has been working really hard on developing her cursive script. Roseanne is self-motivated to aim high in 

all that she undertakes. Her English work this week has demonstrated her innate creative writing style and her understanding of the 
grammatical features that we have been focussing on – Well done Roseanna 
Class 2: Persephone-For your aspirational approach to the MTB curriculum. Persephone has an intrinsic drive to always 

produce work that she is proud of and is better than her last. 

Class 3: Ruby – can always be relied upon to do the right thing and lives our school values in all that she undertakes. Ruby is 

incredibly kind and generous always looking to offer to help with roles and responsibilities and does so without seeking recognition 
or appreciation. In her day-to-day life in school Ruby strives to be the very best version of herself and is not only a role model but a 
deeply thoughtful and hardworking prefect – we are so grateful to you Ruby for always seeking opportunities to help the staff and 
the pupils here at TeamMTB. 
Special Headteachers awards:  
Evelyn – for settling in so incredibly well to life at TeamMTB for your have a go attitude to all that is on offer. Well done Evelyn 

you have true MTB grit and determination to succeed, and we know that you will continue to flourish under our care.  
Rex – A very special Kindness award – nominated by Ruby (yr6) and her mum Millie. 

On Wednesday during running club Ruby slipped over. Rex (Yr2) immediately gave her a massive cuddle and checked she was ok. 
When she got home that evening the first thing Ruby mentioned was how kind Rex was and how he had made him feel at that 

moment, this was before Ruby had even explained to her mum what had happened. Well done Rex on being so incredibly kind 

and for being such a wonderful TeamMTB ambassador – kindness, love and care for each and everyone of us . 

Diary Dates:  
24th- Funky Hair Day- Chocolate donation 

26th – Mrs Bisby attendance CPD  

   Forest School for Class 2 

27th – Mrs. Higham Sustainability Conference 

   Class 3 Theatre Trip 

28th- Christingle @ St Mary’s Church Mary 

Tavy- Reception and Yr.6 parents 

   Wreath Making 7pm 

December  
1st -PM Mrs Davies and Mrs Ascot attending 

Education Off Site training 

2nd- Indoor athletics KS2 – team selection has 

been notified to parents 

3rd – Forest School Class 3  

5th – Dickensian Evening  

8th – Santa Run in aid of Children’s Hospice SW 

10th – Whole School Nativity  

11th – Xmas Jumper Day  

12th – Class 1 Theatre Trip - AM 

     Christmas Fair – 3:15pm 

16th – Nativity Performance 2:15pm 

17th – Christmas Lunch  

18th – Nativity Performance 2:15pm 

19th – Break up for Christmas  

20th – PTFA Breakfast with Santa 9- 12pm 

January – 4th INSET Day  

5th – Children Return Back  
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Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote our School Values 
and promote a caring and supportive environment; where all are valued and can demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while 
contributing to the success of their House.  
This week there will be a roll over due to the postponed celebration for Doe Tor on their success last half term.  
We are hopeful that next week we will have an opportunity to get up to the field for their well earnt celebration. 

We continue with our values education project this term. Our house system is based on our Core 
Values The values that make up our intent drivers are Aspiration, Respect, Collaboration, 
Perseverance
Our Tor House System promotes a positive and inclusive culture. The system is embedded to promote a 

caring and supportive environment; where all are valued and can 

demonstrate loyalty and allegiance while contributing to the success of 

their House  

For various reasons next week, we will revisit our value of Respect.  
Some examples of behaviours 
that demonstrate this value 
are:  

We show respect and 

tolerance for everyone in our 

community. We respect 
ourselves and others alike, 
taking care of friends, family, our community and the environment. We 
value what others say and do and we enjoy learning about different 

beliefs and cultures. We respect one another and share our opinions, 

skills, knowledge and talents.  

Please could you discuss ‘Respect’ with children at home and explore 

ways to reinforce it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all parents/carers who are supporting our drive to reading excellence in school. Our 

House  Captain and 
Vice-Captain 

Highest earners 
This week: 

Points this  
Week 

Points 
total 

Hound Tor House Iona Rec: Sophia 
C1- Elowen & Sebastian 

C2- Jack 
C3- Alaia- Mai 

197 355 

Doe Tor House Elizabeth Rec: Elspeth 
C1- Roseanna 

C2- Joseph 
C3- Elizabeth &Violet 

169 350 

Fox Tor House 
 

Harrison Rec: Connie 
C1- Ember 

C2- Persephone 
C3-James 

130 275 

Hare Tor House Lottie Rec: Gracie 
C1- Rex 
C2- Evie 
C3-Ruby 

184 402 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 
great quote from the document or use 
this space to emphasize a key point. To 
place this text box anywhere on the 
page, just drag it.] 
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amazing SAT results proved we are a ‘Reading School’  

Please do try to keep up the rigour and sustain the daily reading. We cannot emphasise enough how 

vitally important it is that the children read with you for at least 20mins daily!! 
 

At Mary Tavy and Brentor we believe that all pupils should have 
the opportunity to be fluent, confident readers who are able to 
successfully comprehend and understand a wide range of texts. 
We want to foster a love of reading exposing children to a good 
knowledge of a range of authors. We want our school to be a 

place where children are read to, enjoy, discuss and work with high quality books.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge thank you to Gracie in 
Reception who has decorated 
my desk this week with all her 
fabulous writing and drawing. It 
really is such a privilege to be 
greeted with such gifts that have 
been completed at home – well 
done Gracie. 
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On Monday we celebrated 
our winning house for 
Autumn 1 Term - 
Congratulations Doe Tor. 
Doe Tor demonstrated 
their collaboration and 
teamwork building a 
campfire to toast their 
marshmallows to great the 
most delicious s’mores and 
built a shelter.  

#winninghouse        

#wholeschoolculture  
#forestschool  
#campfire  
#shelterbuilding 



Enjoy, Learn, Succeed    Reading is to the mind, as exercise is to the body, 
The more you read, the more you know, the more you learn, the more place you go – Dr Seuss 
‘Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world ‘Nelson Mandela 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 28th 
1:30pm 
St. Mary’s 
church Mary 
Tavy 

Please note only parents/carers in 
years Reception and Year 6 are invited 
to attend the Christingle.  
 
Please collect as normal from school at 
3:15pm 

Our annual Santa Run in aid of CHSW  is on 
the 8th December 2025. Please ensure your 
child wears a Christmas outfit and has a 
Santa Hat for this very special occasion. 
 
Please do sponsor your child via the link 
below: 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/mary-tavy-
and-brentor-primary-school-
2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/mary-tavy-and-brentor-primary-school-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/mary-tavy-and-brentor-primary-school-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/mary-tavy-and-brentor-primary-school-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL


Enjoy, Learn, Succeed    Reading is to the mind, as exercise is to the body, 
The more you read, the more you know, the more you learn, the more place you go – Dr Seuss 
‘Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world ‘Nelson Mandela 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enjoy, Learn, Succeed    Reading is to the mind, as exercise is to the body, 
The more you read, the more you know, the more you learn, the more place you go – Dr Seuss 
‘Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world ‘Nelson Mandela 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please do encourage your child/ren to spend time each week accessing our online 
platforms. It is vitally important that they have this additional time consolidating their 
quick fire’ mental math’s recall. 
We will be introducing weekly times table test from Year 2 and would encourage 
you to support your children with learning these at home. It is vital that they 
know all their timetables to 12 – quick-fire as in year 4 they will undertake a 
National Assessment against the clock.  
It is imperative that all children continue to learn and practice their times tables; recall is a skill that the 
children must continually practice. Please do support your child/ren to access the 
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/   and another site Math Frame has many free 
math’s games linked to the National Curriculum https://mathsframe.co.uk/  I would encourage all children from 
year 2 to access these and to test themselves on the multiplication –tables check.     
 

 

Numbots highest user:  
Reception:   Reuben 
Year 1:   Freddie. D 
Year 2:   Rex 
 
Rockstars highest user 
Class 1: Louis 
Class 2: Woody 
Class 3: Harrison 
 

                           
 
                                                  

 Annually in June the Year 4’s sit the Multiplication test.  This is a 
randomised test of 25 times tables up to 12.   
 
Aspiration we aspire to get a 100% pass rate. In order to achieve this, we 
need you to practice times tables daily.  

Children in Reception and Yr.1 should be accessing this platform for at least 10min per week.  Logins 
in your child’s reading record 

 
Children in all years from Yr. 1 should be accessing 
the TTRS platform weekly for at least 20min.  
Children in Yr. 1 need to know their 2’s, 5’s and 10’s 
timetables and children in Yr. 2, need to know their 
2’s, 5’s, 10’s, 3’s, and 4’s times tables by the end of 
the year.   
It is imperative that from Yr 1 upwards that you practice their times tables at home with them to ensure 
that they commit these to their long-term memory.  Please make this as fun as possible for 
maximum success.     

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/
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Curriculum Enrichment 3:15-4:30pm  
Autumn 2 2025 / 26 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1:1 Music 
lessons with Dan 
Hilman AM 

Plymouth Argyle 
football Club 
Year 1 + 
£6.60 

 
Bell Ringing – Mr. 
Hinton  

 
Craft 

 
Computer Club  
 
Yoga 
 
Dodgeball  

Cross Country 
Club –  
L u n c h t i m e s   
 
Yr 2 3,4,5,6 
 

 

We are Musicians. 

We love our mornings when Dan is in to deliver the 1:1 music lessons as part of our Music Wider 
Opportunities Offer.   Our Musician in Residence Dan Hillman is currently providing Flute, Piano, Guitar 
and Clarinet. Lessons. Dan is a multi-instrumentalist specialising in saxophones, clarinet, EWI and flute 
with over 11 years’ experience in the music industry. He has both classical and jazz training. 
As a teacher, Dan is on the faculty of colleges and schools in Devon teaching individuals and classes. 
He freelances for the Tavistock Area Learning Community as a class instrument tutor.  
 

 

What we know about how children learn, is that when we teach children skills and knowledge in 

isolation, like punctuation in English, they rarely make links to other subjects. Even when they are writing 

about Brunel in History or how plants grow in science, they tend to forget how to apply the same 

English skills. This is in part because the information stored in the brain is locked up in the ‘English 

folder’, and why would they open that box when they are in History or Science? 

We believe States of Being move away from content in subject folders and uses clusters of 

knowledge that can easily be applied between subjects. By learning how to punctuate as an Author, 

they can use this knowledge when they are being Scientists as they start to understand that Scientists 

also need to write to convey what they have discovered. Please remember to ask your child  

As a Historian, Engineer, Mathematician what have you been discovering today???? 

 
MTB’s 3Rs Reflect, Reset, Ready to Learn 

Please continue to support and drive home our Positive Behaviour Policy, three warnings on the board 
will lead to reflection time either in a parallel class or with myself. The children complete a reflection 
sheet to assist with de-escalation, regulation and engagement.  
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Chairs:  Kayleigh Goodman and Millie Bickell 
Treasurer: Gemma Insole 
Secretary: Janna Sanders  

Amazingly we have sold £800 worth of logs 
thus far – that is £800 to spend directly on our 
children.  
An immense thank you to Millie (William, Ruby 
and Evie’s mum and to Natalie (Emmy and 
Freddie’s mum) for their generous donation of 
time to sell these in the local community.  
 The logs themselves have come from Natalie’s 
land, and the power team have been chopping 
bagging and selling the logs purely in support 
of our children here – thank you. 

It's Beginning to look a lot like Christmas              ... 

How Fabulous are the Willow Angels that were created at our first Christmas workshop        

Parents/ carers from the school were joined by member of the wider community for an 
evening of creativity and Christmas cheer. 
Our next festive fundraiser is our Wreath Workshop. 

To Book your place please see details on poster           Wildmoor Flowers 
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Admissions September 2026  
 Online applications open for a place in next year’s Reception on the 15th of November 2025 for children born 
between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022. The deadline for Reception applications is Saturday 15 
January 2024 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-admissions/ 
I will be hosting visits to our wonderful little school in the coming weeks for parents of children due to begin 
Reception in September 2026.  If you have a child who is due to begin school in September 2026, please 
book onto one of the open mornings. Also, if you have any neighbours or friends who would be interested, 
do let them know what a wonderful school we are!  We have fliers that we can share with you to give to local 
nurseries or drop through doors – please like and share our social media pages to spread the news far and 
wide.

https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-admissions/
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What true MTB team spirit was in 
action this week as we 
experienced our first snow fall of 
this academic year. A huge thank 
you to Rex and his daddy Cory 
who were by breakfast club 
heroes – kindly helping me to grit 
the roads and playground.  
What a truly wonderful school 
family we are. 


